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such a thing as that which tourists call romantic,
which I very much suspected before : they make such
a spluttering about it, and toss their splendid epithets
around them, till they give as dim a light as at four
o'clock next morning the lamps do after an illumina-
tion."

It is not only tourists who use the word " romantic."
The word has come to be a label for Wordsworth and
Coleridge, and to stand for their revolt against the
" classical" standards of the Age of Reason. The
Romantic Revival was a small Renaissance of the
mind, which took place at the very end of the eigh-
teenth century. It was in part the inevitable reaction
against the rules and formality of poetry in the age
of Pope : a reaction which we have seen beginning in
Gray and Collins and Blake. But it was not only a
question of verse. Inspired by the French Revolution
of 1789, which seemed to stand for perfect freedom,
poets formed new ideal of Art, of Nature, of Phil-
osophy, and of their relation to mankind. The past
was studied, and the future provided for: and poetry
became the battlefield of new ideas.

Wordsworth and Coleridge entered the lists in 1798,
with a small volume of poems called Lyrical Ballads.
These were written while they were together in
Somerset. The two friends brought out the best in
each other, and during the few years which they spent
together each produced his finest work. Coleridge
wrote The Ancient Mariner, Christabel, and Kubla
Khan; Wordsworth wrote many short poems, and
began his great work, the Prelude, or Growth of a
Poefs Mind.